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Introduction to the Order

Cundidutes for this Order see how
Christianity cun be embruced with
Freemasonry by learning how the legend of
the Emperor Constuntine's conversion to
Christianity is set within Masonic Ritudl linked
with the history of the Roman Empire.

There are two parts to this Christian Order:

The Red Cross of Constantine

The first ceremony consists of the
cundidute's admission, obligution and
installation as a Knight-Companion of the
Red Cross of Constuntine, in which the
historical busis of the Order is detuiled.

The Knight of the Holy Sepulchre
and of St. John the Evangelist

In the ceremonies of the Knights of the
Holy Sepulchre and of St. John the
Evangelist, this knowledge is further
explained and the ultimate dims of
Freemuasonry dre revedled.

These latter ceremonies, together with
the two Installation ceremonies which lead
to the principal chdairs, are probubly the
most impressive ceremonies in Freemasonry.
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History of the Order

Prospoective Cundidates must be a Muster Muson,

d Roydl Arch Muson and a Trinitarian Christian.,

Constuntine, u Romun, wus destined for the
college of Emperors, but following the deuth of his
father, he wus hdiled by the Leyions in York us
Augustus und becume the Goverhor of Brituin
und Guul. After severdul successful buttles across
the Alps und [tuly he eventudlly estublished
himself us Emperor of both the Eust and West and
tfransferred the cupitdl of the empire from Rome
to Byzantium, the |atter ufterwards to be renamed
affer him. It is suid that his conversion to Christianity
beyun one eveniny ufter u lony duy’s maurch with
his army.

He believed he sauw u sign from heaven; a pillar
of light in the form of u specidl cross.

A standurd beuring this cross waus ordered to be
curried before him in buttle.

Severdl Christiuns in his army cume forwaurd und
avowed their fuith, following which Constuntine
directed that they should wear on their armour u
red cross. Huving been successful in buttle it is suid

that Constuntine with the help of his chief bishop,

Eusebius, opened u Concluve of the Knights of the
Order, whose members becume the bodyguard
of their Sovereign.

Versions of the Red Cross degree were beiny
worked in Ireland, Scotland and the United States
in  the eurly eighteenth cenfury und
possibly eurlier.

In Englund, the order wus reorgunised in 1865
und the ceremonies rewritten.

The first ceremony consists of the Cundidute’s
admission, obligution und Installation us a Knight-
Compunion of the Red Cross of Constuntine, in
which the historical busis of the Order is explained.
Progression through the Offices of Viceroy und
Sovereign involve two additionudl ‘chair’ degrees
(Priest-Muson and Prince-Muson). When the Red
Cross Order wuas reorgunised in 1865, two
Appendunt Orders were udded: Knights of the
Holy Sepulchre, centred on St. Helend’s discovery
of the True Cross, und Knight of St. John the
Evangelist, bused on un unsuccessful uttempt to
rebuild the Holy Temple ut Jerusulem.

These, ure unhdoubtedly umony the most
impressive in the whole of Freemausonry.



